. flawsinthest

tocases Inwhich oﬂielals dew

termined that children died

-directly at the hands of their
natural parents gnarchans
- [Bee Deaths, AA4]

for:ma_tlont better 1dent1fy :

: the regu- |
latlons subverted the Taw's
- Intent by lmuting dlsclosure )

;-Court
rules
against

child

bourne  despite. objections

from chlld ddvocates, had
the effect  of " echudmg
_deaths at the hands of other
' people, }ncludmg extended

relatives and parents boy—

'_ frlends or girlfriends.

"The " regulaiions walso

.caused’ the exclusion of
.cases in which abuse was not | :
-the sole factor directly cavis- |-
ing the death, including sui-
‘cides involving ¢hildren who
‘said they were takmg the'ac- |
.tiontoend the abuse ofthezr 5
“parents. ;

Furthermore the regula—

‘tions _prevented child wel- |
_fare agencies from releasing |
,case files if there was an ob-
Jection from the district at-
torney, but the judge noted |
that this restriction was also |

not spécified inthe law.

. Ilayés’ Dee, 28 rullng ‘
called the regulation arbi- ||
trary and capricious, and |
Said “the restrictions lead to |

underreportmg or inconsis-

tencies in the reporting of .
child abuse cases mvolvmg :

fatalities.”

Los Angeles County and |
other jurisdictions have |
struggled to interpret the |

regulations. As aresult, local
officials have nnplemented.
the law mconmstently,

img comparisons of fatahty '
numbers from one year to

the nextless meaningfil, - -

i

" and firmiy tipheld by Light- | |

. Steve Reatig, anattorney :
who" joined with the Chil-:
drensAdvocacy nstitute at '

_fhe University of San Diego

Law School to argue the
_¢ase, said the judge’s ruling .
‘should clear up dlsclosure 1
standards,

If authorities determine
‘abuse or neglect at the time |
-of a child’s death, the details |

will be made publie, he said.
Los Angeles County’s child |
welfare chief, Philip Brown—
ing, said he welcomed sucha
‘standard even though it

“would mean social workers

-will be requ:.red to acknowl- |

 edge more deaths of children

‘who had beer under the de~ i
pa.rtment’s watch. : ’
“Im -a firm behever in
hawng the _reg'ulatmns be
‘very clear,” Browning said
Thursday. Browning said he -
‘hoped to spend less time in
 high- 1eve1 deliberations dis-
“cussing ‘whether & case

should be disclosed pubhc]y 1'

“and “more’ tune improving '
systems to prevent future
“deaths. B '
e regomgtomakenus

'takes and we are- going to

‘just have to ownupt to them,”
Brcmrmng sald nght-
bourne’s’ nearly two-year
tenure 1n the state post has
prewously attracted contro

versy
After he was appmnted

by Gov. Jerry Brown i in 201, ’

‘reporters ” learned that
Lightbourne had been hired f
‘Under an unusual arrange-
‘ment desxgned to skirt a
state law that estabhshed a |
1ower wage for his Job. {
Lightbourne contmued i
‘to be paid‘by Santa Clara
County, where he previously °
'served as child welfare chief, |
tand’ the state reimbursed
the': county: for ' the - fill
amount Months later, how-
ever, the contract was can-

‘celed and he became & state |

ernployee subject to the sal-
“ary cap.

Before taking the state
. bost, Lightbourne had ap-

“plied to lead Los Angeles ‘|

‘County’s Department of
Children: and Family Serv- |

ices. Buit .some officials |
cooled on - his candidacy ||

when he’ disclosed prior

‘rigTijiiana use, aecordmgto -
two. sourees involved in the |

' rioted that attitudes onmar, |
Jjuana use have relaxed sig- |
i nificantly in California, drug |

selection process.

Although the officials |

use is often a factor'in deci- |}
sions {0 remove children |
from thelrfaxmhes o
“Director Lxghtbourne
truthfully and directly an-

Swered questiong regarding
,hlspersonalbackgmund in--
cluding the disclogure of

manjuana use-.as g young
man,” his spokesman sald

'I‘hursday



e Chief
J nnell said Monday
that ‘he 'was. considering
| Tun against Baca next ye
| McDonnell’s public explora

ell said he could offer “a -
Treshlook at the agency and
.t [See MeDonnell, A8]




Atty Stew th
sor’ Zev - Y } slavsl{y and 'l

‘ eve
‘ when a shenff might? be ina . atforney candldate “Alan
s Jacksons campaagn, which - T¢
would be the tlme Sonen-
sheinsaid. =~ ¢
But Baca, he

 election to show he’s made
headway m fixing - the':

eumbent,” Sonenshem Said. “and “trymg to get the pulse : RIS | i
“Hecan show himselfto bein - ofthe county.” He said thatif  robert fatutechi . - T ;
_charge over ‘the next year.”’
. Mieicis das T faddomal . Swonddmake a higdifference

" he ‘did’ Tun, his® reforms ° @latimes.com . -
ack.] leonard@latlmes com




Vr( ’/Ilﬂnzg.

-wasdeeply. dis pointed
'thatthe systemappearedto .
£ 1 3 :

“uation,”

“Thereis a thorough mvestl-'
gation that’is’going to be
conducted {0 determine

_what happened, why it hap-

‘peftied : and : how it hap—
pened.”: L

Brewerwas arrested last
month after the boy and girl




[Ahuse, ffoﬁi Ai] -
‘beatenona Palmdale street
‘without winter clothes, hud-

-dled under a_blax_nket in 20-

degree weather,

_They. had fun away be-

ifr's Sgt, Brian Hudsopofthe

: Special Victims Bure

*cont;

ered a history, of child mal-

treatment, investigations in- .

. volving Brewer goingback to

' 200, when callers t0 a hot-

* Jine twice reporied that she

‘was abusing her two biologl-~

 cal children. Both times, 50-
. cial workers conclided that

the allegations were un-
Cfounded. . .ok

T 2006, Brewer Was re-

. eriited by a private agency
- called Aspiranet. Based in
'South. San. Franciseo, the

contractor, is one of the

N S

-investigators uncov- "

o limisd

" The. allegations, involy:
neluded

" social worker noted that
Brewer did not refer to the

tions were: inconcl

..unfounded, though tl(;e_u_'-‘ re-

 ports said some of the chil- .8 "

dren had visible injuries..”.

- The county and Aspira- -
net began proceedings toal- -
- Jow Brewer to adopt the half -

siblings when acourt termi-

nated their biological par- .

ente'rights. .o Lo
. Aspiranet conducted &
home study to confirm her
suitability. o

The county 'affirmeﬁ As~

. “The boy had no
-house, and oc_(:upied_himselt
t off the carpet, '

" processis thorough.. -
«gtandards arein place,” *

use allegations|

p_ii'é;ﬁg{’s"p'd's'itivé" appraisal
- and successfully petitioned

urt for approval. - -

th

r?slidmein'la.t_iuarymm the

half siblings as her childrer.

reports . de-

s, chief execu- “tors} and parents who get |

RERE A"neighborinthe.ms'_An—: i
i-- geles.;__apMment'megm

- moved

" ann.simmons’

toys in the .

he said. “There are :alwaiys '
going tobe individual work-
‘ers, ‘[foster family .contrac-

out, of the standards. . ==

rewer lived until she
“Paimdale early |

last year said the half sib-:

lings appeared fearful and
inhibibe s

whe

@latimes.com
garretttherolf -~
@latimes.com. -




Shenﬂ" Lée " Baca_ told ‘his -
deputles Thursday that ‘he
wotild no Toriger dccept cam-
‘paign “contribitions from-
department employees; ac: |
veordingto anmtemalmemo i

“‘Baca” al:so sald 0 her :
‘ shenff 'S managers ‘'who run
foranelectedoﬂicewouldbe ]
| barred: from ‘'making em- |
| ployment: decisions” affect- -
! ing employees who have
natedtotheu- campalgns
Baeas azmouncement
comes amid concerns that"
'campaxgu contributions to |

! favontlsmbasedonp litieal. %
| contnbutlons have’ dogged 5

the Sherlﬂ’sDepartment :
~ A72006 "Times" ana]ysm
found that: of the sheriff’s
[See Baca, AAS}

R T Rt~

;1. least: $97 850 in contribu-
't tions to his campaign com-
| ‘mittee from department do-
.1 nors. froni 1099 to. 2011, ac-

| last year by a county com-. -
| mission created to exa:mne'.:

“'The sheriff received at

cording to.a report issued.

! jajlwolence :
=The . comuussmn ‘also _
found that Tanaka recewed e
; morethan$108 3]1forhls ity
' | ofGardena’ political | cam-
' paigns from 1998 to 201 Tan-.-

: posed to the dangers posed.
k by a conﬂmt of mterest A
of i

aka's aeceptanceofsuchdo—: eon

-} natiens: ‘was the sub_]ect ‘of;
[ reports, by WitnessLA, a°
website dedmated to soclal :

tnbutlons to Tanakam par-:
- ticular, were key to getting .

tions for Tanaka’s mayoral

. campaign, and that the em-
4 ployee. informed- him that
& captains were “expected” to :
1| Eive $250, 3 ;

4 - mission put forthlast year.
“Honesty, integrity and =

core values,” Baca wrote in

Justlce news, - - ; e _
{ - Several shenff’s offic1als. -4 He, added that the ex—i,
| toldthe Jall comunission that, : pectat1ons placed Upon our:
N therewasaperceptlonmth- . leaders ‘are greater’ that at
| inthedepartment that con-: anyotheriimeinour depart— >

ment’s - lonig, rich. history.

_Please join me as together

promoted. One- captaln tes-.  we embrace the opportum
' tified that he gota call from. ties that lie ahead. Nothing
a.nother sherifi’s employee.  less than the pubhc S tmst is
-who was soliciting "dona-: at stake” :

Baca’s spokesman Steve
thtmore said 'earupaign -
contnbutlons have never af~

fected personnel decisions,

. but the new policy. would -
: Creatmg a formal pohcy- prevent the perception that.
;| toaddress campaign eontri-  theydo. - Q.
.i butions was among the rec- Whitmore said he doesn’t
| ommendations the jail com-  think Baca would retirn the

« campaign-contribytions he

has received from his em-

- fairness are enduring prinei-. ployees over the years.
- plesand serveasthefounda-
- tion for our department’s robertfaturechi -

@latimes.com



" Hospital metal
detectors work .

Re “HOSplta:% sheddmg
metal deteefors,” Feb. 3

~ Iwellrememberthe -
1993 shooting of emergency
room physician Richard -
Mayat Los Angeles - ..
Countle 5C Medical
Center. Twas the trauma
anesthesiologist and staff
physician on duty that day
whotook care of May. -
With an armed L.A.
County sheﬁff S deputy
scort, 1 took him’

delivered him to the nenro-
logmal intensive care unit:

:Iwasthere, months 7.7 |

later, when he suddenly
¢ emerged from a coma,
causing one neurosurgeon
“ to say,“Nowaehevem
\ rmracles st
5 Tt will t,ru]y be a rmracle
1f the hospital escapes -
- another shooting afterthe
¥ admlmstration removes:
the metal detectors from ‘
the pubhc entra.nce Gun
- violenceis endemictoLos. -
' Angeles. Keepthe metal
; detectors and savea feW
; more lives.":
: WILLI.AM Lo SKO'I'A, MD
; Los Angeles

- With the shooting last
moenth of a physician in his
- own Newport Beach exam
- room, I wasreminded of -
the Killing many years ago
' of our director of nurses by
anemployee who was
{erminated. ** -
T also rememberapa-
1 ‘tient who dropped herbag
' inthe waiting room of our
f emergency department
{not a county hospital), at
which time aloaded gun
fell out of her purse. - -
1 can sympathize with
the two physicians who
- werewounded at L.A.

: County hospital. The metal |

" detectorswould give me

peace of mind as a patient - ¥ '

- orasatreating physician.

HAREY SHRAGH, MD |
. Reseda

operatmg room and finally" :




county
sheriff’s
captams
retir¢” ™™

/WV j =3 2

Both have been at the
center of controversy
over allegations of
misconduct.

BY ROBERT FATURECHI

Two embatiled Los An-
geles County sheriff’s cap-
tains have retired, including
one suspected of funneling
secret - information to an
alleged drug trafficker and
another who allegedly pro-
tected prutal and chshonest .
¥ jailers.

Suspicions were sparked |
. about Bernice Abram, whoh
" ran the sheriff’s Carson Sta_L/
, tion,after she was overheard
on a federal narcotics wire-
“tap talking to an aueged
Compton drug trafficker.
Abram, who had more tha.n:

"150 deputies under her com-|
1mand was overheard alert-]l
ing a member of the Original
wront Hood Crips to
planhed sheriff’s operations |
inhis area. i

The district attorney’s! '
office chose not to file
charges against her, saying.
they couldn’t prove she
knew the man was involved |
in illegal activities, but a
pra)secutor s memo ‘showed.'
Abramwas usmgherpost to
help the gang member avoid
law enforcement scrutiny.

In one call, after the
alleged drug trafficker was
arrested by a sheriff's depu-
ty, Abram was averheard
ensuring him that the case
wowidn’t be filed “I told
someone he’d better take

- eare ofit,”shetoldhim. .
! Abram met . the gang
member, Dion Grim, after
she began dating his father.
Grim has  since been ar-
rested by federal author
' ihes, who accused him and
members of his alleged ring
| of moving drugs across the
eountry. Grim has pleadec
not guilty.
Abram has repeatedly
declined to comment to The
Timas svrent for ong n




sh erztlcs of_ wantmg'
= " the. hmehght" and said he_

looked forward to returning-
toworke + .
CE B reached Iast month :
Cruz said he'could not “con-".

_ firm or deny” that he wasg”

retiring,: telling 8-Times re- |

‘porter‘it’snone ofyourbus1-_ !
_‘ness Lit's

not -anyone S bus1«i [

lly . "'whohas left the department |

- after hemg unphcated inthe:|

- Jaﬂabuse scandaithatbrekef;_ '

: to ar
V| off- duty hrawl with patm

‘| at a brew house in West Co- .
.| vina; Cruz told th, “Don't: .
- 1. look toohard intowhat had.:

_ happened L
: ~Inan mterview mth 'I‘he
i ’I‘lmes last year, Cruz —.0n

leave at the time durmg an:
if- internalmvesugatmn—saldﬁ_;
i the allegations were lntrue,

| but he declmed to go into

! specxﬁcs ‘He accused hJs -

: -A‘oram has been convicted |

Because nelther Cruz nor

of a crime, both .are_now . [!

- expected . to receive. their'.-' :
taxpayer«funded pensmns :
‘Sheriff’s spokesman Steve.
g Wmtmore declined o com-..
‘ment on whether the cap-.
" tains retired because of the:
. a]legntmns agaxnst them_

- “Both performed. adxm |

“rably,” he, said, “when you
=look at the entlre career e

robert. faturechl
@latrmes com




